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CLAIMS ; 

Whatyls claimed is: 

A method for ensuring the authenticjfty of electroni 
"documents generated during E-commerce transactions, said 
method comprising the steps of; 

enabling automatic transmittal <£t an electronic 
document to an electronic depository in response to a 
completion of an E-commerce transa/tion in which said 
electronic document is created; amd 

storing said electronic document in said electronic 
depository. 



2. The method of Claim 1 ,\Afner^l!fi said storing step 
further includes the steps /of: 

generating a documeiyt ID for said electronic 
document ; and 

providing said dodLiment ID within a confirmation 
receipt to each party pt said E-commerce transaction, 



3. The method of «laim 1, wherein said electronic 
document is a cont/act between a buyer and merchant 
entered into on a/veb server of said merchant and said 
enabling step incudes the steps of: 
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transferring an ej^ctronic document when said 
document is created dfuring an E-commerce transaction; and 



linking saic 



)dified web server to said depository. 



4. The methop. of Claim 1, wherein said enabling step 
further inclwies the step of utilizing a web browser 
application/of a buyer to create a link to said 
depository/when said buyer enters into an E-commerce 
transaction. 
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^5. An electronic database used as a depository for 
electronic documents ,.g^erated during E-commerce 
transactions , comprisiing : 

means for automtically receiving an electronic 
document after an Efcommerce transaction has completed; 

means for generating a document ID for said received 
E-commerce docunpnt; and 

means fo/ storing said electronic document. 




6, The electrg^^ic database of Claim 5, wherein said 
means for geaei^ting said document ID further includes 
means for tra\^S^&ing said document ID to each party to 
said E-commer<^tK^saction, which produced said 
electronic dc 



7. The electronic database of CLaim 5, wherein said 
means for storing further compri^s: 



means for allowing a lat^ read access to said E- 
commerce document by a party/to saic S-commerce 
transaction; and 



means for preventing^ modifications to said E- 
commerce document after/it has been stored. 
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A computer program product for ensiling authenticity 
^ot electronic documents generated durii^ E- commerce 
transactions , comprising : 



a computer readable storage medium; and 

program instructions on said^omputer readable 
storage medium for: 

connecting an Internd^t client to an electronic 
depository and a merchant webserver; 

displaying an E-c^merce transaction between 
said Internet client and s^d merchant web server via a 
graphical user interface cm. sa^d Internet client; 

automatically forwarding to said electronic 
depository a copy of an/electronic document generated 
during said E-commerce/transaction . 



9. The computer p:dogram product of Claim 8, further 
including program instructions for: 

tagging said/electronic document wit.: a read and 
write access, wherein said electronic document is stored 
at said deposit^y in a write-once, read-many format; 



generating a document identifier (ID) to identify 
said electronic document; and 



allowing later retrieval of said electronic document 
utilizing daid document ID. 
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10 . The computer progra 
said program instructi 
includes program inst 
document ID to the ot' 
transaction and to 




roduct of Claim 9, wherein 
or generating said document 
ns for transmitting said 
rty to said E-commerce 
depository. 
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depository for ensuring the authenticity of 
/electronic documents generated during/ E- commerce 
transactions, said depository compri/ing: 



means for enabling automatic receipt of an 
electronic document, in response tJ a completion of an E- 
commerce transaction in which said/electronic document is 
created; and 

means for storing said electronic document in said 
electronic depository. 



12. The depository of Claim 1^, wherein said storing 
means includes : 

means for limiting a wrifte access of said electronic 
document to a first access; ^nd 

means for restricting Subsequent access to said 
document to read-only access, such that no changes may be 
made to said electronic document once it has been stored. 



13. The depository of Slaim 11, further including 



means for controlling a read and write access to 
said electronic depository, wherein said document is 
stored in a write -on^, read-many format; 
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means for generating a docutjpnt identifier (ID) , to 
identify said electronic documeipt; and 

means for later retrievrng said electronic document 
for a party to said E-comme/ce transaction. 



14, The depository of ^laim 13 wherein said controlling 
means further includes 

means for enaMing a non-modification function for 
said electronic do^cument, wherein a control code of said 
electronic deposirt:ory is activated to prevent later 
modification tcysaid electronic document; and 

means fOTT flagging electronic document within said 
electronic repository to allow a later read access to 
said E-com/erce document by a party to said E-commerce 
transacti/n. 
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15/. A computer program product for ensumng the 
authenticity of electronic documents gej^rated during E- 
commerce transactions, said program p:D^duct comprising: 

a computer readable medium; ar 



program instructions storec 
readable medium, including: 



fon said computer 



program means for ei 
electronic document, in 
commerce transaction inj 
created; and 



ing automatic receipt of an 
ise to a completion of an E- 
Lsaid electronic document is 



program means fo^ storing said electronic document 
in said electronic diepository. 



16. The compute^ program product of Claim 15, wherein 
said storing m^ns includes: 

program/neans for limiting a write access of said 
electronic document to a first access; and 



prog/am means for restricting subsequent access to 
said docMaent to read-only access, such that no changes 
may be |pade to said electronic document once it has been 
stored^ 



AUS000060nSl 



17. The computer program product of Cl^m 15, further 
including: 



program means for controlling a/read and write 
access to said electronic depositoW/ wherein said 
document is stored in a write-oncej^ read-many format; 



program means for generaj 
(ID) , to identify said elec 



a document identifier 
document ; and 



program means for Ic 
document for a party to 



retrieving said electronic 
!-commerce transaction. 



18. The computer progrs^ product of Claim 17 wherein 
said controlling means Vrurther includes 



is 



program means f^ enabling a non-modification 
function for said electronic document, wherein a control 
code of said elect^nic depository is activated to 
prevent later modd/Eication to said electronic document; 
and 



8 
9 
10 

11 



program means for flagging electronic document 
v;iuhin said el^tronic depository to allow a later read 
access to saidf E-commerce document by a party to said E- 
commerce transaction . 




